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Abstract

The textual and orthographic traditions of the Qur’an in South Asia, particularly
within the Pakistani context, present a complex field of inquiry wherein the legacy of
Rasm al-'Uthmani intersects with later orthographic interventions. Pakistani printed
Mushafs often exhibit a hybridized script that oscillates between fidelity to classical
orthographic norms and accommodation to regional pedagogical conventions. This
study interrogates the multifaceted challenges emerging from such practices, focusing
on divergent scholarly perspectives concerning the legitimacy and standardization of
orthographic choices. Through a critical examination of contemporary Pakistani
editions of the Qur’an, juxtaposed with authoritative Arab exemplars, the research
highlights orthographic inconsistencies relating to diacritical placement, vocalic
notation, and orthographic variants of specific lexemes. The findings reveal that these
divergences are not merely technical but carry theological, pedagogical, and
sociolinguistic implications, thereby shaping Qur’anic recitation, memorization, and
transmission in the Pakistani milieu. Furthermore, the study situates these debates
within broader discourses of Qur’anic textual preservation, exploring how local
publishers, scholars, and religious institutions negotiate the tension between tradition
and accessibility. Ultimately, the paper argues that resolving these challenges
necessitates a balanced scholarly engagement that safeguards the sanctity of the
Qur’anic text while responding to the didactic needs of contemporary Muslim
readership.

Keywords: Qur’anic orthography, Pakistani Mushafs, Rasm al-‘Uthmani, textual
consistency, diacritical notation, Qur’anic pedagogy, orthographic variation.
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